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ON THE
FLIP
SIDE:
Bexley Rec @ Home Programming!

Summer Activities

Comm. Garden Update

From the Mayor’s Desk
In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic we’ve been focusing on
these key objectives: keeping the community as safe as possible by
supporting state orders and by crafting local orders that make sense
in our community context; mobilizing to help residents who have
basic material and support needs during this time; and continuing
to provide core city services throughout the duration of this public
health emergency.
We’ve assembled a full compliment of COVID-19 information, Bexleyspecific data and guidelines at bexley.org/coronavirus. Please visit
the site often to keep up on the latest information from the City.
Also, if you haven’t already, please subscribe to the Bexley Blast
email at bexley.org/blast. The Blast is typically sent out on Friday afternoons, with info regarding
community and City events, but it’s also used during times like these to send out critical alerts to
the community.

Mayor Ben’s Top Hikes
in Central Ohio

Keeping active and getting fresh air is more vital
now than ever. Hiking is a great way to see the world
through a different lens and put it all in perspective.
These are some of my favorite local hikes, with
an emphasis on parks that tend to be a little less
crowded so we can all spread out and enjoy the
fullness of Spring.

Promoting a daily temperature
check via Facebook Live - check
yours twice a day!

Bexley is, of course, not immune to COVID-19, with several residents having tested positive at the
time this newsletter goes to press. Beyond the immediate health concerns, there are a myriad of
financial and material needs faced by residents due to the virus and the impact on jobs, availability
of food and supplies, and difficulty of access to traditional support structures. We’re focusing on
linking needs with tangible, immediate support. If you are in need of critical food, supplies or other
types of assistance, please fill out the form that is enclosed with this newsletter.
I want to send out an especially big thanks to the Bexley COVID-19 Task Force and the individuals
and organizations pitching in, all of whom have been providing amazing advice and support
to help navigate the myriad public health, logistical, and human service needs that we’ve been
tackling. I also want to recognize and thank all of our City staff, who have been tirelessly working to
keep the City running through unchartered waters.
With swiftly changing rules and uncertainty over the health of our families and those we love, this
can be an incredibly stressful time for us all. It’s important to pause and appreciate the strong
family connections that remain through even the most difficult times, and to keep in mind what we
have to look forward to when life slowly returns to normal - and it will. It’s going to take a collective
determination, discipline, and grit to get through this, and I know that our amazing community has
what it takes. I’m looking forward to seeing you out and about this summer, at a Main Event, or Jazz
in the Park, or our fantastic Fourth of July.
Until then, Bexley - stay safe, stay healthy, and stay strong.

Mayor Ben Kessler

Calendar of Events

Clear Creek Metro Park
A quick 45 minute drive
toward Hocking Hills,
Clear Creek offers a
network of 1-3 hour
hikes and beautiful
scenery in the foothills
of the Appalachians.
Blendon Woods Metro
Park
One of the closest to
Bexley, Blendon has
great creekside trails
through the forest,
and a population of
wild turkey.
Conkle’s Hollow
The rim trail is a 2.5 mile
loop with dramatic cliffs
and beautiful scenery,
but beware steep
drop-offs. The ravine
trail is 0.5 miles and
great for all ages.
Blackhand Gorge
A paved path provides
great biking or an
easier hike, while
trails throughout this
extraordinary area
offer differing views of
the gorge and the cliffs.

In-Place Programming

2020 Main Event Season

Jazz in the Park

The Bexley Recreation and Parks Department
has created the public Facebook group – “Bexley
Recreation at Home” – where staff will post a variety of
program content and ideas. Content will include video
of classes from your favorite instructors, games, art
projects you can do from home, challenges, and more.
In addition to Recreation content that will be posted,
the community/families can share different games,
activities and projects they have done at home. New
content will be posted every Tuesday!

The Main Event is back for another season! This series
is a free outdoor movie series on Main Street. We have
various food trucks, pre-movie entertainment, and
activities that are themed based upon that night’s
movie. We hope to see you this summer!

It’s back! The 3rd season of the Bexley Jazz in the Park
series will commence* on Monday, May 25th from 4:30
to 6:00 pm at Havenwood Park in South Bexley.

2020 Main Event Lineup*:
May 29: Frozen 2 (PG)
June 26: The Goonies (PG)
August 14: Little Mermaid (G) (@ Bexley Pool!)
September 25: Toy Story 4 (PG)
* All dates are subject to change. We will closely follow
guidance from the State and Franklin County Public
Health regarding large gatherings in the summer months.

4th of July Activities

Spring Cleaning 101

The Independence Day celebrations are scheduled for
Saturday, July 4, 2020, and we’re gearing up to host
the best 4th of July celebrations in town. We will be
following all health guidelines set by local, state, and
federal officials. So keep training for that 5K, planning
those floats, and dusting off those lawn chairs!

With some extra time on our hands, there’s never been
a better time to consider spring cleaning. We’ve put
together a list of 15 ideas to help inspire your next
cleaning or improvement project:
1. Go through old items you have stored away.
Ask yourself, “Does this spark joy?” (Marie Kondo
will be proud.)
2. Recycle your household hazardous waste items
You can take hazardous material to SWACO’s Drop Off
Center on Wednesdays (12:00 - 6:00 pm), Thursdays (9:00 am
- 5:00 pm, & Fridays (12:00 - 6:00 pm:
645 E. 8th Avenue
Columbus, Ohio 43201

2020 Jazz in the Park Lineup:
**May 25: Al Son Del Iya –Salsa-Latin Jazz
June 28: Vernon Hariston Trio
July 26: Emily Syring Band
August 30: Zach Compston Big Band
Rain Date is September 13th
* All dates are subject to change. We will closely follow
guidance from the State and Franklin County Public Health
regarding large gatherings in the summer months.
** Jazz in the Park takes place on Sundays, with the
exception of the first, happening on Memorial Day!

Coming Up in Bexley*
April 24: Arbor Day Celebration
May 21: Bexley Farmers’ Market Opening Day
May 25: Memorial Day Service at Drexel Circle
May 25: Jazz in the Park & Food Truck Fest
May 29: Main Event - Frozen 2 (PG)
June 26: Main Event - The Goonies (PG)
July 4: 4th of July Parade & Evening Celebrations!
* Dates and activities are subject to change or
cancellation. All COVID-19 related announcements,
orders, and resources are available at
www.bexley.org/coronavirus.

3. Check all smoke and carbon monoxide detectors
4. Check or replace your HVAC and furnace filters

Schneider Community
Gardens

5. Sweep and mop under large kitchen appliances

Thanks to a grant from the Bexley Community
Foundation, we’ve been working with the Bexley
Community Gardens leadership to bring new
community gardens to Schneider Park. The new
gardens will have raised beds, a garden shed, onsite
water, a pergola, amenities for butterflies and bees,
and a fruit garden. Crews are continuing to work on
the project, and we’re expecting an opening date
this Spring. Keep your eye out on the Blast for the
Schneider Park ribbon cutting date this summer, so
that you can check out the revamped gardens as well
as the new playground, picnic shelter, and athletic
fields!

8. Dust, dust, dust (Remember: Top to bottom!)

6. Pick up sticks and twigs in your yard
7. Scrub the freezer and refrigerator
9. Organize neglected Tupperware containers
10. Flip your mattresses
11. Wash winter hats, gloves, and scarves and put away
for next season
12. Tackle the “junk drawer”
13. Clean your garage
14. Spruce up your alley
15. Scrub your oven racks

Let’s Keep In Touch!
The Bexley Blast is the City’s weekly email update,
which includes information on community events, City
initiatives, listings of planning applications, and more.
It’s also used during times like these to send out critical
community updates. We never spam your inbox!
It’s quick and easy to sign up to receive The Blast. To
sign up, visit www.bexley.org/blast.

