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ON THE
FLIP
SIDE:
COVID-19 Updates

2020 Census Update

Flood Questionnaire

From the Mayor’s Desk: Equity, Justice, and Policing in Bexley
As we have all watched, felt, and participated in the outpouring of anguish and rage and the calls for
justice being expressed in conversations and protests across our country, we know that every community
- no matter how large or small - needs to do more. I want to acknowledge and grieve that minority
communities throughout America have been subjected to generations of systemic racism, and Bexley
is no exception to this. Even though many of us today are passionate about and focused on issues of
equity and justice, there continue to be implicit and explicit structural systems of bias and discrimination
that we are morally obligated to identify and rectify. And even as we’ve placed increasing emphasis on
new equity and inclusion initiatives over the past several years, we need to continue to push further. We
believe every voice should be heard, every concern should be transparently investigated and addressed,
practices and policies need to adapt as we learn, and that we need to invest more in community
policing initiatives designed to build stronger connections. To that end, we’ve recently announced these
additional reforms to bring increased transparency and accountability to policing in Bexley:
•
•
•
•

•
•

Reformed the citizen complaint process by making it more accessible, and established a complaint
liaison program to help provide information and guidance to complainants.
Established a third-party Citizen Review Advisory Board in order to examine unsatisfied
complaints of bias and discrimination on the part of any City employee and provide a written report,
available to the public, to be utilized in hearing complaint appeals.
Made changes to use of force policies in order to be completely compliant with the #8CantWait /
Use of Force Project recommendations.
Committed to additional transparency and accountability measures, including:
•
Publishing all Bexley police policies on www.bexley.org
•
Publishing annual Community Policing Reports, with full demographic information on
police stops and enforcement actions, complaints, and key metrics (under development).
Developing new forums for police/community interaction, dialogue, and training, including
police listening sessions, enhanced empathy training, and additional forms of implicit bias and
sensitivity training.
Continuing to emphasize hiring diverse, community-minded recruits into policing and other City
functions.

We’ve been working on some of the reforms listed above for awhile, and some are newer concepts. The
steps outlined above are part of an ongoing effort to listen, learn, adjust, and grow. This is a long-term
and dynamic project that will require consistent and open-minded attention. I want to thank those who
have reached out and shared your input on and passion for equity and justice reforms. I’d like to thank
the men and women of the Bexley police department for their commitment to community-minded
policing, their desire to police with fairness, integrity, respect, and empathy, and their openness to
cooperatively identify equity gaps and pursue reforms to policy and practice. And I’d like to call on all of
us to become active in seeking and modeling a change that requires a united community effort.
As we partner with advocacy groups in Bexley on future events, conversations, and initiatives, we’ll
keep you informed via the Bexley Blast and our communication channels. To connect to grassroots
organization in Bexley, visit the Bexley Minority Parents Alliance, the LGBTQIA Task Force, or the Bexley
Anti-Racism Project pages on Facebook. For more information on the City’s action on staff and elected
official training, Mayor’s Court reforms, promoting Bexley as a welcoming community, and more, please
visit www.bexley.org/diversity.
Mayor Ben Kessler

Calendar of Events

FRONT YARD
4TH OF JULY
This year’s 4th of July will look a little different!
We’re committed to bringing the fun of the 4th
straight to your front yard or living room! Please
practice social distancing and do not congregate
with those outside of your immediate
household.
8:00 AM - VIRTUAL
JOHN BARR 5K
The Virtual John Barr
5k starts at your front
door for a new, safe
experience! This event
supports our Youth
Scholarship fund.
6:00 PM – “PARADE IN
THE ROUND”
Hang out in your
front yard and enjoy
live music, small
floats, and exotic and
vintage vehicles as
they pass by your home!

9:00 PM – VIRTUAL
CELEBRATION
Cap off the evening
with live comentary,
music, presentation of
Citizen of the Year, and
a screening of a Bexley
fireworks display!
Although our community celebrations will be
different than ever before, we hope you are able to
get out and enjoy our modified celebrations! To view
a full list of events and other details pertaining to the
4th of July in Bexley, please visit our website at
www.bexley.org/fourth.

HAPPY 4TH OF JULY, BEXLEY!
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Flood Questionnaire

Bexley Farmers’ Market

Splish Splash & Dash

In the spring of this year, many Bexley properties
experienced flooding during two separate flooding
events. The City is launching an in-depth questionnaire
to help determine underlying sources of flooding,
which will help inform programs and infrastructure
priorities in the months and years to come. If you have
been impacted by property flooding, please fill out the
form at www.bexley.org/flooding.

The Bexley Farmers’ Market kicked off its 10th season
in May at their new - but temporary - location on
Pleasant Ridge Avenue. In light of COVID-19 and the
ever changing situation, the Bexley Farmers Market is
implementing operational changes to ensure maximum
safety for all. The Farmers’ Market is currently taking
place in the S2 parking lot on Capital’s campus, located
on Pleasant Ridge Avenue between Mound and Astor!

To ensure maximum safety for our residents, employees,
and volunteers, the Splish, Splash, and Dash Youth
Triathlon will not be taking place this August. We’re
working with local public health officials and Bexley’s
COVID-19 Task Force to see if an alternative form of the
race is possible. If we’re able to create a safe version of
the youth triathlon, we’ll communicate that as soon as
we know. Thank you for helping keep Bexley safe!

2019 Water Report Update

COVID-19 Update

2020 Census Update

There was a change made in our 2019 Consumer
Confidence Report. The updated version of this report
can be found on our website, www.bexley.org/water.
If you would like a paper copies of this report, we have
them available at Bexley City Hall.

Please Continue to wear face coverings in indoor
public spaces, keep a social distance of 6’ from others
outside of your household, and wash your hands often!
For Bexley specific stats, policies, and efforts, visit
www.bexley.org/coronavirus.

Currently, Bexley stands at a 76.6% self response rate.
Let’s get that number to 100%! Now through October,
residents who haven’t filled out their Census response
questionnaire can do so online or by mailing in their
response. Visit www.my2020census.gov to submit!

CITY OF BEXLEY | PWS ID# 2500103
Expanding
Digital Equity

Fire Hydrant Flushing

Mark Your Calendar

To expand digital equity within the City, we’ve partnered
with various local organizations and institutions to
launch a program that connects residents to reliable
high speed internet at a free or affordable rate.

The Bexley Water Department will begin flushing fire
hydrants on Monday, July 13th. We anticipate the work
will take one week to complete. One crew will be
assigned to the area south of Main Street; one crew to
the area between Main Street and Broad Street; and one
crew to the area north of Broad Street. Users may notice
the water is cloudy for a short time during and after this
flushing program. Although the water may be cloudy, it
is safe to drink. However, we advise residents to run cold
water for about two minutes prior to doing any laundry.

Bexley Farmers’ Market:
Thursdays from 4:00 - 7:00 pm through October

2018 ANNUAL WATER
QUALITY REPORT

6/14/19 1:55 PM

If you or someone you know is in need of this service,
please fill out our brief survey (link below). The
information being collected is for data collection only
and answers will not be used to determine eligibility.
Visit https://bit.ly/2N0ewqm or call (614) 231-2793!

July 4:
July 13:
Sept 7:

Virtual 5K/”Parade in the Round”/ Virtual 		
Community Celebration &
Fireworks Display’
Scheduled Fire Hydrant Flushing Begins
Labor Day - no trash pickup

Due to COVID-19, some community events scheduled
later in the year may be postponed or cancelled at a
later time. Visit www.bexley.org/events for a full list.

For information on 2020 Street and Sidewalk Improvement Projects, visit www.bexley.org/street-projects

Keep in touch! To sign up for weekly email updates from
the City of Bexley, including information on community
events and timely notifications and reminders, visit:
www.bexley.org/blast

