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Trick-Or-Treat Details & Guidelines 2020 Taste of Bexley Justice & Equity Updates Calendar of Events

Coming together as a 
community during challenging 
times.
A global pandemic.  National outcry over tragic examples 
of systemic racism, and powerful calls to action.  Distance 
learning.  Public health protests.  Transitioning leadership 
at our school district.  Polarizing and divisive social media 
threads.  While our community is not alone in reeling from 
shock after shock to our system, we’ve certainly faced our 
fair share of them.  In the midst of the uncertainty and 
upheaval it’s easy to lose sight of what unites us, what we 
stand for, and who we are at our best.  

This is, of course, not the first time that Bexley has faced 
hardship.  Few have a living memory of the years when 
many of Bexley’s men and women were serving in World 
War II and war bonds made the rounds as victory gardens 
occupied back yards throughout Bexley.  Or the era of 
Vietnam, where the entire country was occupied by a 
collective anxiety and depression as draft tickets were 
drawn and our youth were sent off to war.  It is apt that 
war analogies - while imperfect - seem to best capture the 
extreme tumult of this year.  The agility and resilience of 
communities around the world has been tested as we have 

tried to learn how to best unite as a whole to combat COVID 19, an invisible invader 
about which we know too little.  There are a myriad of public health decisions to be 
considered, with often too few answers that are clear cut or conducive to building 
consensus.  In an environment like this, it is all too easy to disconnect as a community.  
But in a moment like this, community is more essential than ever.

And in many beautiful ways, we have responded as a community.  Residents rallied 
around our public health hero, Dr. Amy Acton, and sent beautiful messages of thanks 
to our first responders and front line workers in healthcare and essential services. 
Bexley’s COVID-19 Task Force has thoughtfully navigated every turn in the road, 
and guidance that has been crafted by Bexley resident epidemiologists has helped 
influence and encourage sound policy all the way to the state level.  Numerous ideas 
have percolated and problems have been solved on the Zoom calls of grassroots 
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organizations and in the open air of the City Hall patio.  Citizens and elected officials 
have pushed for systemic reforms around equity and justice, and in response we have 
crafted new laws and policies and are steadfastly working on bolstering a culture of 
active listening, self-examination, and openness to reform. Organizations like DARN 
(darncares.org) have deftly mobilized to provide material support for those hardest 
hit among us, and hundreds of volunteers have organized to provide help to those 
who are homebound or otherwise in need during this time.  

The beauty of being a part of a small community is that we can rise above the chaos 
we see at the national level, and reflect the spirit of unity that has so consistently 
defined us.  Unity is essential when building and preserving community. Unity is 
essential when working through issues that cause adversity.  Unity is essential when 
fighting to keep each other healthy.
 
And unity cannot be taken for granted.  While we have practiced it well for so long, 
it is far too easy to let anxiety, fear and indignation consume us, and to lose sight 
of the virtue of working together as one.  And in today’s era of social networks and 
online forums, there is an increasing disconnect between the tone, tenor, and even 
information we find online, compared to what we observe and experience when 
we are face to face and neighbor to neighbor.  If you ever lose sight of or question 
our ability to remain united, we encourage you to take a moment away from the 
din and take a slow walk around the neighborhood.  Take in the sights and sounds 
of community around you, and let yourself be reminded of what it is we have in 
this special place, and all of the ways in which our Bexley community is a place that 
values all, welcomes all, and thrives together.  It is these ideals and this spirit which 
we must turn back to and build upon during times of challenge and hardship.

To be clear, we will never achieve unity by ignoring the questions that have to be 
faced.  There are more hard decisions to be made as the pandemic advances; justice 
reforms will need to be tirelessly pursued with a focus that cannot abate; continuing 
economic fallout will mean a long road of finding meaningful ways to lift up the 
vulnerable among us.  In all of this, we must be unified.  It is a task that we can only 
achieve with hope, resilience, and a firm commitment to working together as one. 

In appreciation of a wonderful community and bright days ahead,

Mayor Ben Kessler  Council President Lori Ann Feibel

5:30 - 7:00 PM subject to public health guidelines
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Mark Your Calendar
• October 1-3: Bexley Community Foundation’s  

Virtual Fall Gathering & Annual Meeting
• October 12-18: Taste of Bexley at Home Edition
• October 29, 5:30-7:00 pm: Trick-or-Treat
• October 29: Last Farmers’ Market of the Year
• November 1: Daylight Savings Time Ends
• November 3: Election Day! 

For more event info, visit www.bexley.org/events,
and sign up to receive the weekly “Bexley Blast” email 
at www.bexley.org/blast.

Code Enforcement Corner
Fall brings its own share of property maintenance 
concerns. Here is a list of some common code 
enforcement violations to consider:

Leaf Removal
With leaf season right around the corner, we want to 
remind you to please rake your leaves and place leaf 
piles near the curb, but not in the street. Leaves will be 
collected starting the third or fourth week in October. 
We will deploy one crew in North, Central, & South 
Bexley each week. Until we begin leaf collection, please 
dispose of your leaves as yard waste! 

Yard Signs in City Right-of-Way
Please remember that signs are prohibited from being 
posted in the right-of-way, tree lawn or on any utility 
pole, or traffic control sign/device. 

Lids on Trash Receptacles
Ensure that your trash receptacles have working lids on 
them. Lidless trash cans, or neglecting to use built-in 
hinged lids, creates a trash nuisance and encourages the 
proliferation of squirrels, skunks, opossums, raccoons, 
and small rodents.  Be a good neighbor and keep a lid 
on it!

COVID-19
Recommendations for Trick-or-Treat in Bexley

GUIDELINES FOR
TRICK-OR-TREATERS

GUIDELINES FOR
TREAT GIVERS

• Wear a mask appropriate for statewide 
mask mandates (Costume masks may 
not count!)

• Follow a one-way counter-clockwise 
traffic pattern. For example, foot traffic 
on the east side of the street will head 
north, and vice versa

• Please trick-or-treat with members 
of your household.  This year, we 
recommend against going in groups of 
friends.

• If someone from a house is not outside, 
assume they are not participating. Do 
not knock on doors.

• Bring hand sanitizer and use it often.

• High risk individuals, or those in 
quarantine or isolation, should not 
participate.

• If you are able, it is recommended to get 
a flu shot at least two weeks before Trick-
or-Treat.

THURSDAY, OCTOBER 29th  •  5:30 - 7:00 

• Candy should be distributed from the 
sidewalk, not the front door, with a 6’ 
distance kept at all times.

• Mark one-way indicators on your 
sidewalk in 6’ inrements with chalk, 
tape, or other indicators

• If you’re able, spread out individual 
pieces of candy on a table or other 
surface, so participants are only 
touching a single piece of candy

• If you’re able, avoid communal bowls 
of candy. At a minimum, please 
separate types of candy into different 
bowls to avoid kids picking through.

WWW.BEXLEY.ORG/HALLOWEEN

Trick or Treat - Oct. 29th

Following guidelines set by the State of Ohio, Franklin 
County Public Health, and our COVID-19 Task Force, 
we will be moving forward with Trick-or-Treat! We will 
be observing the holiday on Thursday, October 29th 
from 5:30 - 7:00 pm, subject to a series of simple public 
health guidelines. 

These guidelines include the specification of one-
way routes; the distribution of candy at the sidewalk; 
creating social distancing markers; a request that 
households stick together; and more!

To view the full list of guidelines, including more 
information about Trick-or-Treat, visit www.bexley.org/
halloween. 

Taste of Bexley - Oct. 12-18
The Bexley Area Chamber of Commerce is bringing the 
Taste of Bexley to you in a new way–from the comfort 
of your own home! Various Bexley area restaurants are 
providing special deals and discounts from October 12-
18.  To view a list of participating restaurants, visit
www.bexleyareachamber.org.

New Pickleball Court Open
The Solomon Pickleball Court is now open at Jeffrey 
Park, near the pool! As a community, we celebrated the 
ribbon cutting ceremony on October 3rd, where some 
of the top pickleball players in Ohio played an exhibition 
match on the new court. Whether you’re just picking up 
pickleball as a hobby or you’re an avid player, take some 
time to stop by and enjoy this new courts for yourself! 
A big thank you to the donors and partners who helped 
make this project a reality! 

Justice and Equity Updates
Over the past several months, Bexley City Council and 
the Mayor’s office have been continuing to work on a 
variety of equity reforms.  Recent changes have included 
amendments to Bexley’s fair housing law to expand the 
availability of affordable housing; the amendment of 
Bexley’s strategic plan; the appointment of complaint 
liaisons; the launch of police/community listening 
sessions; publication of community policing report and 
police policies; and more.  To learn more, please visit: 
www.bexley.org/diversity

Keep in touch!  To sign up for weekly email updates from 
the City of Bexley, including information on community 
events and timely notifications and reminders, visit:
www.bexley.org/blast

Leaf Collection Reminders
When leaves, grass clippings, or other organic materials 
are dumped near streams or creeks, nutrients go 
right into our water, feeding algae and bacteria while 
depriving fish of oxygen. In order to combat this, there 
are a few reminders we have for you as we head into 
the fall season:
•   Rake leaves to the curb, not in the street
•   Avoid placing leaf piles near mailboxes, trees, lights, 
    or yard signs
•   Keep leaves out of storm water sewers 


