T

H

E

C

I

T

Y

O

F

B

E

X

L

E

Y

Bexley Times

City of Bexley Quarterly Newsletter

Volume No 50 - January through March, 2021

ON THE FLIP
SIDE:
State of the Community

Code Enforcement Corner

Recreation Registration

Calendar of Events

So long, 2020! Some silver linings from a challenging year...
Despite all of the trials and turbulence of the year behind
us, our community celebrated some bright points of light.
Here’s a review of some of the progress and highlights from
a year of resilience and determination.
The Jeffrey Mansion Project
A project that has been over ten years in the making broke
ground this year and is slated for completion in early 2021.
When complete, it will more than double the amount
of available space at the facility, and provide the largest
indoor public gathering, meeting, and event space in the
City, under a beautiful glass atrium in the historic carriage
Mayor Ben Kessler
court of Jeffrey Mansion. This project will prove to be
transformative, and couldn’t have happened without the
generous financial support of the Bexley Community Foundation, The Jeffrey Family,
and the State of Ohio Capital Fund.
South Community Garden
We applied all of our lessons learned from the award-winning North Community
Gardens and brought them - and more! - to the South Community Gardens at
Schneider Park. Thanks to support from the Bexley Community Foundation, the
South Gardens provide a beautiful, best-in-class amenity to gardeners in central Ohio,
and have already won some of their own regional and state accolades.
Justice and Equity in Bexley
As the national dialogue continues over the tragic effects of systemic racism and its
role in inequities in policing, public health, housing, education, and so many other
areas, we are committed to addressing inequities within our own City. I firmly believe
that we have a moral obligation to ensure that all Bexley residents and visitors are
treated fairly and equally. People must feel safe in Bexley and know that the City
and the police force are committed to their well-being. As such, we’re committed
to identifying and adjusting our own practices to ensure that we’re living up to this
commitment. This year, we finalized and added a comprehensive Diversity, Equity,
and Inclusion section to our strategic plan; reformed our complaint process to ensure
greater accessibility to the process; created a Citizen Review Board; created a system so
that indigent defendants in Mayor’s Court have the right to opt for community service
in lieu of court fines and fees; announced a mixed-income housing initiative with The
Community Builders; launched our police/community listening sessions program;
and made key changes to police policy and practice in response to the insights
learned through the listening sessions and other forums. We have been working on
these issues for many years now, and we recognize that we aren’t anywhere close to

finished. In 2021 this work will continue, and we’ve been reaching out to community
groups throughout the City to ensure that all voices are represented in this process.
Single Use Plastics, Composting, and Renewable Energy
After the state legislature targeted local rules regulating single use plastic bags, we
worked with Bexley City Council to regroup and amended our local law. In January,
plastic bags will once again begin phasing out of Bexley, helping to cure the
perma-litter associated with single use plastics. COVID has brought with it a whole
lot of home cooking, and with it, our curbside composting program has blossomed.
Residents can join the program for free, and 2020 saw historic tonnage diverted from
the landfill. For many years, we’ve been active with regional partners in exploring and
strategizing over community-wide renewable energy. As our regional market has
matured, we’ve been working in tandem on our own program for 100% renewable,
local, additive energy to all Bexley households, and Council began taking action on
the proposal in December. Stay tuned for more info to come this quarter, with a
hopeful launch date of June, 2021.
Pickleball Courts
If you’ve taken a walk near Jeffrey Meadows recently you might have heard the telltale
thwack of a pickleball meeting a paddle. Ever since the opening this fall, the Bexley
pickleball courts have been humming with activity, attracting a growing base of
enthusiasts from within Bexley and surrounding communities. Pickleball has offered
residents a safe, four-season outdoor activity during a year of social distancing, and
Bexley’s new courts - made possible via a generous grant from the Bexley Community
Foundation - arrived just in time.
Facing COVID Together
Bexley has celebrated numerous small victories through the pandemic, including
helping to craft regional policy around public safety; mobilizing volunteers to
assist residents in need; leveraging CARES funding for the community; learning and
collaborating with COVID task force resident experts who have helped the city and
schools; and celebrating our rockstar public health heroes here in Bexley. The sense
of collaboration has been remarkable, and has been a silver lining this year.
In celebration of these and other victories in 2020, and in hopeful anticipation of a
brighter year ahead -

Mayor Ben Kessler
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COVID-19 Update

2021 Utility Rates

Code Enforcement Corner

As we continue to learn more about the proposed
timeline of COVID-19 vaccinations, it’s important
to remember that large-scale distribution is still a
ways off. In order to protect those around us, please
remain vigilant to reduce the potential exposure or
transmission. Bexley’s case rate has ebbed and flowed
in the last two weeks, and spread is occurring among
every age group. The 2-week rate has remained high,
and now is not the time for any of us to relax safety
protocols.

For 2021, there will not be an increase in utility rates.

Removing snow goes a long way toward helping people
move safely about our City to shop, go to school, or visit
neighbors. Residents are given a 24 hour period after
a snowfall to clear sidewalks. Code enforcement issues
warnings to property owners who are not complying
with the ordinance based upon random checks of
properties, as well as reports by residents. Repeat
violators may be issued citations for failure to comply
with the City’s sidewalk clearing code. Your compliance
with the ordinance is greatly appreciated.

Quarterly Refuse Rate: $78.74
Quarterly Senior Refuse Rate: $70.86
Quarterly Water Rate: $61.40/1,000 cubic feet
Quarterly Sewer Rate: $77.46/1,000 cubic feet

These precautions remain critical:
•

Avoid indoor social gatherings

•

Wear a face covering in public

•

Keep a social distance of 6’ from others

•

Wash your hands frequently

The next few months will also be especially difficult
for small businesses; we encourage you to find ways
to support our Bexley businesses through this time.
Together we’ve managed to weather a tough time, and
there’s light at the end of the tunnel. Stay safe, Bexley!

Activity Registration
The 2021 Winter-Spring Brochure is available to view
online at www.bexley.org/activityregistration.

We’d also like to put in a plug for Bexley’s “Neighbors
Helping Neighbors” program, which connects
community volunteers with residents who need a
helping hand to complete property maintenance tasks.
This is an especially important program for our Senior
Citizen residents. If you need help or know someone
who needs help or you’d like to volunteer, please
contact Volunteer Coordinator Elizabeth Ellman at
eelman@bexley.org or (614) 559-4200.

Activity Registration Dates:
Bexley Residents: Opens Tuesday, January 5, 2020 @
12:00 noon
Non-Residents: Opens Thursday, January 7, 2020 @
12:00 noon
The brochure can be viewed online today at
www.bexley.org/activityregistration!

Property Security
Assessments and Vacation
House Checks
Did you know that the Bexley Police Department offers
free home security assessments? A Bexley Police Officer
can visit your home and provide custom advice for
securing property and hardening the target against
property theft.
Additionally, if you are planning to be away for any
period of time, you can register your property for
Vacation House Checks with the Bexley Police while
you’re away.

Mark Your Calendar
January 5, noon: Bexley Recreation Winter/Spring
Registration Opens
January 18: Virtual MLK Jr. Day of Learning @ Capital
February 18*: State of the Community

2021 State of the
Community Virtual Event
The Annual State of the Community Address is
provisionally scheduled for the evening of February
18th. This year’s State of the Community address will
feature updates and a look ahead from some of Bexley’s
major institutions. Stay tuned for more details!

To request either service, please call (614) 559-4444.

Keep in touch! To sign up for weekly email updates from
the City of Bexley, including information on community
events and timely notifications and reminders, visit:
www.bexley.org/blast

March 6th: Jeffrey Woods Festival
April 30th: Arbor Day
For more events, visit www.bexley.org/events,
and sign up for the weekly Bexley Blast email at
www.bexley.org/blast.
* Date still being finalized

