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On a sunny fall day in 2019 my cell 
phone rang with an incoming call 
from the police dispatcher line. 
These calls don’t typically deliver 
good news, and this incident was no 

exception. A car had hit a home on Livingston Avenue. 
Thankfully, no one was hurt, but the property damage 
was extensive, and as I visited with the resident, I heard 
stories that were becoming far too common. Speeding 
and reckless driving was on the rise, and this situation 
was neither the first nor the last frightening incident to 

occur. My takeaway was clear: the need 
to find a meaningful, actionable 

plan for the improvement 
of the Livingston Avenue 

corridor was a top 
priority.

Livingston Avenue  
was already on the 
City’s radar.  In 2014, 
we had begun 
asking Columbus to 
consider a joint plan 

Mayor Ben Kessler

LIVINGSTON // REIMAGINED
From the Mayor’s Desk

How to participate and what to expect from the 
Bexley/Columbus Joint Livingston Avenue Plan

to improve the corridor. With the Bexley municipal line 
not beginning until north of the Livingston sidewalk, 
Bexley has not historically had a formal role in any 
infrastructure, policy, or policing in the corridor. Yet our 
residents and businesses located on or near Livingston 
are clearly and directly impacted by a corridor that 
seems utterly disconnected from the neighborhood 
fabric of Bexley, Eastmoor, and Berwick. 

A bold and meaningful solution for Livingston Avenue 
requires partnership and investment between Columbus 
and Bexley. It took several years of concept discussion 
to reach a tacit commitment for a multi-jurisdictional 
planning process; however, when cars began running 
up yards and into homes, these conversations became 
more serious and urgent.

The Joint Livingston Avenue Plan process is designed 
to address more than just traffic and pedestrian safety. 

Continued on next page...



LIVINGSTON // REIMAGINED (continued)
Letter to the community continued from front cover...

Streetscape, beautification, zoning standards, and other considerations are to be addressed, and recommendations 
will focus on supporting the partnership of our jurisdictions. Our goal is to ensure that  the research, plans, and 
recommendations are channeled into true, realized solutions.

It’s essential that the plans we develop are realistic and actionable, and that they include robust community input 
and buy-in. With this partnership in place and inertia behind this important initiative, we have an opportunity to 
craft a  plan that can be implemented; now we need to make sure that this plan is the best that it can be. 

Public feedback opportunities to date have included workshops and surveys, but there is still plenty of time and 
opportunity to offer your input. Visit bexley.org/livingston for more information, and I hope to see you at upcoming 
Livingston planning events! 

Mayor Ben Kessler

October DecemberNovember January February March

2nd Public Workshop

Creation of Draft Plan

3rd Public Workshop

Adoption of Plan by Bexley and Columbus

Joint Livingston Avenue Plan - Current Timeline:



Trick-or-Treat is Thursday, October 28
Get your costumes and treats ready! Trick-or-Treat in Bexley is taking place on Thursday, October 28 from 5:30 - 7:00 
pm, rain or shine. This is the recommended Trick-or-Treat date set by the Mid-Ohio Regional Planing Commission. 
Cases of COVID-19 still indicate high community spread, therefore, we recommend the following:

• Participate in Trick-or-Treat with those in your household

• Wear face masks and maintain social distance when necessary;  
 remember, trick-or-treaters under 12 are unvaccinated.

One of the programs that makes Bexley’s Trick-or-Treat event so special is our Halloween Patrol, which relies on 
hundreds of volunteers to help keep our celebrations safe! If you’d like to volunteer this year, please email Kevin 
Smith, ksmith@bexley.org, or call (614) 559-4300.

Please note that there is often inclement weather at the end of October. Based on the logistics of our Halloween Patrol 
and our police and service department employee scheduling, Trick-or-Treat will not be canceled or rescheduled except in 
the event of extreme weather conditions. 

Harvest Festival on Friday, October 22
Bexley Recreation and Parks is hosting the annual Harvest Festival 
on Friday, October 22 from 6:00 - 8:00 pm at Jeffrey Park. At 
this event, participants will enjoy an enchanted walk, corn 
maze, bonfire, games, a carved pumpkin competition, and 
so much more. This free community event is suitable 
for all ages! Visit bexley.org/harvestfest for details! 

Menu (Purchase Required)
• Mayor Kessler’s Harvest Chili
• Papa John’s Pizza by the Slice
• All-Beef Hot Dogs 

COVID-19 Safety Measures 
Masks are required at this event except while eating 
or drinking. Participants are encouraged to social 
distance when necessary. 



Update from the Police Department
Summer was busy for the Police Department, with a number of new programs and initiatives, on top of keeping 
shifts fully staffed to support major community events such as the 4th of July celebrations, Pelotonia, and the Labor 
Day Block Party.

Community Programs
The Citizens Police Academy launched its seventh class this September; Bexley’s bike patrol officers helped with the 
logistics and coordination of the Re-Cycle Bikes program, which repairs and rehomes donated bikes to individuals 
in need; the BPD and Citizens Police Academy Alumni held another successful School Supply Drive; Cross with 
a Cop events helped orient middle school students on safely crossing Broad and Main Streets; and the BPD and 
Citizens Police Academy Alumni are gearing up for another turkey and thanksgiving dinner drop-off for families 
in need in our community.

Livingston Watch
Over the spring and summer, BPD staffed extra patrols on Livingston Avenue during a period of time when crime 
along the corridor was increasing. While Bexley Police can’t enforce traffic laws along Livingston, the extra visibility 
and presence was designed to help calm activity within the Bexley mile along Livingston.
 
Project Taillight
The Mayor’s Office is working to coordinate a Project Taillight Program, in order to assist income eligible individuals 
with  repairing equipment violations. With approximately 90% of EV stops resulting in warnings as opposed to 
citations, this program will provide additional resources at the time of stop for those who may need it. The goal is to 
fund and launch this program by early 2022.

Project Bikelight
We’ve partnered with Developmental Assets Resource Network (DARN) to provide bike lights to cyclists riding after 
dark without  lights. Bexley cruisers now carry bike lights for distribution to cyclists who are out after dark without 
lights.

Youth Interaction Policy Working Group
A working group of experts in social and emotional health, education, the justice system, policing, and law are 
helping to craft an innovative Youth Interaction Policy for the department. 

To fill out a community survey regarding youth interactions in Bexley, visit bit.ly/bexyouth.

Officer Chapman and the Cross with a Cop program



Mayor’s Court Update
Last year, we welcomed Marquan Stewart on board as our Mayor’s Court Clerk of Courts. Marquan has been active 
in streamlining court processes and helping roll out a variety of programs under the guidance of the Mayor’s office.

License Reinstatement Support
Driving Under Suspension (DUS) is a common offense that results in citations prosecuted through Mayor’s Court. 
DUS charges can often snowball, making it increasingly difficult for drivers to become legal and to get charges 
cleared. Magistrate Kevin Shannon has been working with Mayor’s Court Prosecutor Garrison Carr to assist drivers 
with obtaining a license and clearing DUS charges. This program has proven to be successful for a number of 
defendants, helping to  end cycles of court costs leading to stacked up criminal charges, and freeing defendants 
to become licensed and legal.

Community Service Program for Eligible Defendants
Earlier this year, we finalized a program that allows defendants who are eligible for our public defender program 
(based on household income relative to federal poverty level) to opt for community service in lieu of court fines and 
fees, with community service hours credited at a living wage. We’ve rolled out the program and are beginning to 
clear defendants out of the program.

Online Ticket Payment
In the next month or two, our online ticket payment system will go live, offering the ability to look up and pay 
citations online instead of in person of through the mail. 

In addition to these and other programs, Marquan has been active in helping to develop Bexley’s Project Taillight 
Program; assist other cities with information relative to our innovative Public Defender Program; and clear obsolete 
warrants out of the court system. For more information on Mayor’s Court, you may visit bexley.org/court.

Time Period Thefts Burglaries Robberies Arrests

YTD through 9/23/2021 200 42 10 321

Year prior through 9/23/2020 206 66 8 297

12 month trailing from 
9/23/2021

295 61 13 400

12 month trailing from 
9/23/2020

279 87 10 412

Key Crime Statistics
While most types of crime in Bexley have remained fairly level, 
crimes of opportunity continue to lead in our statistics, with 
victims of theft often forgetting to lock vehicles or garages. To 
reduce your risk please make sure to: hide anything of value 
from view in a vehicle, especially in the front seat; avoid leaving 
phone cables or loose change in plain sight; and always lock 
your vehicle and your garage.

Mayor’s Court Clerk, Marquan Stewart



Leaf-Free Streets in Bexley
Fall is a great time of year to take simple actions to protect our water and keep our streets free of fallen leaves! 
If you live in an area with lots of mature trees, make a commitment to remove street leaves before the rain. 
It’s an easy, yet effective action that those living in the urban environment can take to reduce the amount of 
nutrients that wash into our waters each fall. 

A few things to remember regarding leaf collection in Bexley:

• Rake leaves to the curb, not in the street
• City crews begin collecting leaves in late October
• Weather dependent, City crews will make three complete rounds of leaf collection   
• Avoid placing leaf piles near mailboxes, trees, lights, or yard signs
• Keep leaves out of storm water sewers 

A NEW ERA FOR
JEFFREY MANSION



A NEW ERA FOR
JEFFREY MANSION

Thanks in large part to generous community contributions through the Bexley Community 
Foundation, an expanded Jeffrey Mansion opened its doors to the community this fall. This 
renovation protects and preserves the beloved character and history of the Mansion, and offers 
beautiful new spaces to gather, learn, and celebrate together. 

Photo provided by Bexley Community Foundation

2021 Bexley Celebrations & Events Sponsors
Thank you to our 2021 Bexley Celebrations and Events sponsors and donors! It was another fantastic summer 
of community events and programs – we could not have done it without their support.
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Mark Your Calendars!
Visit bexley.org/events for a full listing of upcoming events

October 22, 6:00 pm: Harvest Festival at Jeffrey Park
October 28, 5:30 pm: Trick-or-Treat in Bexley
October 21, 4:00 pm: Last Bexley Farmers’ Market of the Year
November 2: Election Day
November 28, 5:00 pm: Menorah Lighting at Drexel Circle
December 5, 4:00 pm: Holiday Tree Lighting at Drexel Circle

What’s Inside?
Flip through the City of Bexley’s newsletter to read updates on 
the following City events, programs, and initiatives:

• Joint Livingston Avenue Plan Update
• Update from Bexley Police Department
• Mayor’s Court Reforms
• Information for Trick-or-Treat 2021
• Harvest Festival Details

Keep in touch – sign up to receive the Bexley Blast!   
To receive weekly email updates from the City of Bexley, including information on community events, updates, & helpful 
reminders, visit bexley.org/blast.

The Bexley Times Newsletter: October - December 2021

PROPOSED 
AMENDMENTS TO 
BEXLEY CHARTER
On the ballot this upcoming election, voters 
registered in Bexley will see proposed 
amendments to Bexley’s Charter. The 
proposed changes have been grouped into 
five items on the ballot. The full language of 
the changes was mailed to registered voters in 
Bexley in late September, but is also available 
online. To learn more, or to view the proposed 
amendments, visit bexley.org/crc. 

Mark your calendars! Election Day is 
Tuesday, November 2, 2021. 

Document available for download at bexley.org/crc.


