
Native Plants for Central Ohio
Scientific name Common name Bloom time Color Height Sun Spacing Soil

Blazingstar

Liatris ligulistylis (Meadow Blazing Star August-Sept lavendar, pink, 
purple

36”-5’ Sun 1’-2’ Dry to Medium

Liatris scariosa (Savanna Blazingstar, 
Northern Blazingstar) 

August-Sept purple 2’-3’ Sun 10-12” Dry to Medium

Liatris punctata (Dotted Blazing Star) July-Sept purple 1’-2’ Sun/ Part Shade 1-2’ Dry to Medium

Liatris spicata (Dense Blazingstar, Marsh 
Blazingstar

July-Sept purple 5’ Sun/ Part Shade 1-2’ Medium to Wet

Liatris cylindracea (Dwarf Blazingstar) July-Oct purple 6”-24” Sun/ Part Shade 1-1.5' Dry to medium

Liatris aspera (Button Blazingstar) July-Oct purple 3’ Sun/ Part Shade 6"-1' Dry to medium

Liatris pycnostachya (Prairie Blazing Star) July-Aug purple 2’-5’ Full Sun 12”-18” Medium to Wet

Aster 

Symphyotrichum laevis (Smooth Blue Aster) Aug-Oct purple/blue 3’-5’ sun/partial 18”-24” Dry to Medium

Symphyotrichum 
oolentangiense

(Sky Blue Aster) Aug-Oct purple/blue 2’-3’ Sun/Part Shade 1’-2’ Dry to Medium

Symphyotrichum cordifolium (Heart-leaved Aster) Sept-Oct purple/blue 3’ Part shade 1-1.5' Dry to Medium

Chrysopsis mariana (maryland golden-aster) Aug-Oct yellow 1’-2.5’ Full/partial 2’ Medium to Wet

Milkweed

Asclepius tuberosa (Butterfly Milkweed) June-July orange 18”-36” Sun 1’3’ Dry to Medium

Asclepia Sullivantii (Prairie Milkweed) June-August pink 1-2’ Sun 1-2’ Medium

Asclepias incarnata (Swamp milkweed, Red 
Milkweed)

June-July pink/red 3’-5’ Sun 1.5’-3’ Medium to Wet

Asclepias speciosa (Showy milkweed) June-August lavender/pink 36”-48” Sun 2’-3’ Dry to Medium

Asclepias syriaca (Common milkweed 
(Spreads aggressively)

June-August lavender/pink 3’-4’ Sun/Part sun 1-2’ Dry to Medium

Asclepias tuberosa var. clay (Butterfly weed for clay) June-August orange 2’ Sun 1-2’ Dry to Medium

Asclepias verticillata (whorled milkweed) July-Sept white 2’ sun/partial 1’-2’ Dry to Medium

Rudbeckia

Rudbeckia hirta (Black-eyed Susan) June-Oct yellow, black 1’-3' Sun/ Part Shade 10”-12” Dry to Wet

Rudbeckia triloba (Brown-eyed Susan) July-Sept yellow, black 2’-5’ Sun 1’-3’ Dry to Wet

Rudbeckia subtomentosa (Black-eyed Susan Sweet) Aug-Oct yellow, black 3’-6’ Sun/Part sun 2’-3’ Medium to Wet

Rudbeckia fulgida Orange Coneflower July to September yellow, black 2’-4’ Sun/Part Shade 1-1.5' Medium

Goldenrod

Solidago caesia (Bluestem Goldenrod) August-Sept yellow 18”- 3’ Sun/ Part Shade 1-1.5' Dry to Medium

Solidago speciosa (Showy Goldenrod) August-Sept yellow 3’-5’ Sun 2’-3’ Dry to Medium

Solidago flexicaulis (Zigzag Goldenrod) August-Sept yellow 1-3’ Sun/ Part Shade 1-1.5' Dry to Medium

Aquilegia canadensis Columbine April to May red 2’-3’ Sun/Part Shade 12”-18” Dry to Medium

Camassia scilloides (Wild Hyacinth) April to May blue 1’-3’ Sun/ Part Shade 8”-12” Dry to Medium

Monarda didyma (Bee Balm) July and August red 2’-5’ Part shade 2” Medium to Wet

Monarda fistulosa (Wild Bergamont) July-Sept lavendar 2’-5’ Sun/Part sun 2’-3’ Dry to Wet

Verbena stricta (Hoary Vervain) July-Sept purple 2’-4’ Sun 12” Dry to Medium

Echinacea purpurea (Purple Coneflowers) July-Sept purple 3’-4’ Sun/Part sun 18-24” Dry to Medium

Ratibida pinnata #2 (Prairie Coneflower) July-Sept yellow 5’ sun/partial 18”-24” Dry to Wet

Eryngium yuccifolium (Rattlesnake master) June-August yellow 3’-5’ Sun 1-2’ Dry to Wet

Eupatorium purpueum (Joe Pye Weed Sweet) August-Sept lavender/pink 4’-6’ Partial Sun/Shade 1-2’ Medium

Lobelia cardinalis (Cardinal Flower) July-Sept red 2’-4’ Sun/ Part Shade 6”-16” Medium to Wet

Lobelia cardinalis fushia (Fuschia Cardnial Flower) July-Sept fushia 2’-3’ Sun/ Part Shade 6"-1' Dry to Medium
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Helianthus mollis (Downy Sunflower) July to September yellow 2’-4’ Sun 1-2’ Dry to Medium

Lobelia siphilitica (Great Blue Lobelia) July to September blue 2’-3’ Sun/ Part Shade 1-1.5' Dry to Wet

Ruellia humilis (Wild Petunia) May to October lavendar 18”-24” Sun/ Part Shade 1-1.5' Dry to Medium

Geranium maculatum (Wild Geranium) April-June pink 1’ Part Shade 12” Dry to Wet

Polemonium reptans (Jacob’s Ladder) April-June lavender/pink 1’ Part shade 6-12” Dry to Medium

Conoclinium coelestinum (mistflower) Sept-Oct blue 2’ Partial Sun 1-2’ Dry to Wet

Penstemon calycosus (Long Sealed Beardtongue) june-july pink 4’ sun/partial/shade 1-2’ Dry to Wet

Sisyrinchium angustifolium (Stout blue-eyed grass) May-June blue 6” sun/partial 6-8” Dry to Medium

Mertensia virginica (Virginia Bluebells) April to May blue 2’ partial/shade 1-2’ Dry to Wet

Anemone canadensis (Meadow Anemone) May to July white 1-2’ Full/partial 1-1.5' Medium to Wet

Agastache foeniculum (Anise Hyssop) July to September lavendar 2’-4’ Full/partial 1-1.5' Medium to Wet

Helianthus microcephalus (Small Headed Sunflower) August-Sept yellow 4’-6’ Full Sun 2’-3’ Dry to Wet

Salvia lyrata (Lyre-leaved Sage) May to July blue 2’ Full/partial 1-1.5' Med-Wet, Med

Zizia aptera (Heart-leaved Golden 
Alexander)

April to May yellow 2’ partial 12” Dry to Medium

Coreopsis lanceolata (Lance-leaved coreopsis) May to July yellow 1-2’ Full Sun 1-1.5' Dry to Medium

Ground Cover Dry to Medium

Waldsteinia fragarioides (Barren strawberry) April-May yellow 3-6” Sun/Part Shade 6-12” Medium

Asarum canadense (Wild ginger) April-June red 6” shade 6-12” Dry to Medium

Viola sororia (Common blue violet) April-June purple 4” sun/partial/shade 6-8” Dry to Wet

Sedum ternatum (Wild Stonecrop) April-May white 3-6” Sun/ Part Shade 12” Dry to Medium

Carex appalachia (Appalachian Sedge) n/a green 6” sun/partial/shade 18-24” Dry to Medium

Carex plantaginea (Seersucker Sedge) n/a green 10-12” partial shade/full 
shade

12-24” Dry to Medium

Viola pedatifida (Prairie Violet) April-June purple 6” Full sun/partial 6-8” med-wet to med-dry

Ferns

Dryopteris intermedia (Fancy Fern) n/a green 1-3’ partial shade/full 
shade

1-3’ Wet to med-Wet

Polystichum acrostichoides (Christmas Fern) n/a green 1-2’ partial shade/full 
shade

1-2’ Dry to Medium

Athyrium filix-femina (Lady Fern) n/a green 1” partial shade/shade 6-12”

Native Grasses (non-self 
sowing)

Dry to Wet

Schizachyrium scoparium (Little bluestem) July-Oct 2’-4’ Full/partial 1-1.5' Dry to Wet

Panicum virgatum (Switchgrass) july-sept 4’-5’ Sun 2’ Dry to Medium

Sporobolus heterolepis (Prairie Dropseed) Aug-Oct 2’ Full/partial 2’ Med-Wet, Med, 
Med-dry, Dry

Chasmanthium latifolium (River Oats) july-sept 3’ partial 1-2’ Med-wet, Med

Sisyrinchium albidum (Cmn Blue Eyed Grass) May-June blue 6” Full/partial 6-8” Dry to Medium

Native Shrubs Dry to Medium

Ceanothus americanus (New Jersey Tea) May to July white 2’-3’ Sun/ Part Shade 2’-3’ Dry to Medium

Hypericum prolificum (Shrubby St. John's Wort) June to August yellow 2’-4’ Sun/ Part Shade 3'-4' Dry to Medium

Lindera benzoin (Spicebush) March to April yellow 6'-12' partial/shade 3'-6' Dry to Medium

Cornus sericea (Red Osier Dogwood) May-June white 4’-6’ (cultivar) Full/partial 4'-8' Medium to Wet

Physocarpus opulifolius (Ninebark) May-June white and pink 5'-10' Full/partial 4'-8' Dry to Medium

Hydrangea quercifolia (Oakleaf Hydrangea) June-July white 6'-12' partial/shade 3'-4' Medium
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Tree Lawn (under 18”) can use as ground cover

Eurybia macrophylla (Big leaved aster ) Aug-Oct white 1’ partial sun/shade 2-3’ Med-wet to Dry

Polemonium reptans (Jacob’s Ladder) April-June lavender/pink 1’ Part shade 6-12” Dry to Medium

Liatris punctata (Dotted Blazing Star) July-Sept purple 1’-2’ Sun/ Part Shade 1-2’ Dry to Medium

Liatris cylindracea (Dwarf Blazingstar) July-Oct purple 6”-24” Sun/ Part Shade 1-1.5' Dry to medium

Asclepia viridis (Spider Milkweed May-June light green 1’ Full sun/partial 2-3” Med-dry to Dry

Asclepia Sullivantii (Prairie Milkweed) June-August pink 1-2’ Sun 1-2’ Medium

Geranium maculatum (Wild Geranium) April-June pink 1’ Part Shade 12” Dry to Wet

Ruellia humilis (Wild Petunia) May to October lavendar 18”-24” Sun/ Part Shade 1-1.5' Dry to Medium

Anemone canadensis (Meadow Anemone) May to July white 1-2’ Full/partial 1-1.5' Medium to Wet

Salvia lyrata (Lyre-leaved Sage) May to July blue 2’ Full/partial 1-1.5' Med-Wet, Med

Coreopsis lanceolata (Lance-leaved coreopsis) May to July yellow 1-2’ Full Sun 1-1.5' Dry to Medium

Asarum canadense (Wild ginger) April-June red 6” shade 6-12” Dry to Medium

Sedum ternatum (Wild Stonecrop) April-May white 3-6” Sun/ Part Shade 12” Dry to Medium

Carex appalachia (Appalachian Sedge) n/a green 6” sun/partial/shade 18-24” Dry to Medium

Carex plantaginea (Seersucker Sedge) n/a green 10-12” partial shade/ shade 12-24” Dry to Medium

Polystichum acrostichoides Christmas Fern n/a green 1-2’ partial shade/shade 1-2’ Dry to Medium

Athyrium filix-femina (Lady Fern) n/a green 1” partial shade/shade 6-12” Wet to med-Wet

Sporobolus heterolepis (Prairie Dropseed) Aug-Oct 2’ Full/partial 2’ Med-wet to dry

Uvularia grandiflora Bellwort April to May yellow 1’ partial sun/shade 12’18” med-wet to med-dry

Allium tricocum (Wild leek) june-july green 8” partial shade/ shade 4-8” med-wet to med-dry

Antennaria plantaginifolia Pussytoes April-June white 1’ Full sun/partial 2-6” Dry to medium

Viola sororia (Common blue violet) April-June purple 4” sun/partial/shade 6-8” Dry to Wet

Viola pedatifida (Prairie Violet) April-June purple 6” Full sun/partial 6-8” med-wet to med-dry

Fragaria Virginiana (Wild strawberry) April-June white 6” Partial Sun/Shade 3-10” Med-Wet to Dry 

Dicentra cucullaria (Dutchman’s breeches) April to May white, pink 1’ Shade 3-6” Med-Wet, Med

Cardamine concatenata (Toothwort) April to May white 1’ Shade 4-6” Med-Wet, Med

Trillium grandiflora (Trillium) April-June white 1’ partial shade/ shade 10”-14” Med-Wet, Med

Callirhoe Involucrata (Purple poppy mallow ) June-August pink 6” Full Sun 18-24” Med-dry to Dry

Geum triflorum (Prairie smoke ) April-June pink 8” Full sun/partial 6-8” Med-wet to Dry

Allium stellatum (Prairie Onion) July-Aug purple 14” Full sun/partial 4-8” Medium to Med-dry

Penstemon hisutus (Hairy Beardtongue) May-June purple 18” Full sun/partial 10-12” Med-wet to Dry

Blephilia ciliata (Downy Wood Mint) june-july purple 1’ Full sun/partial 10-18” Med to Dry

Sisyrinchium albidum (Cmn Blue Eyed Grass) May-June blue 6” Full/partial 6-8” Dry to Medium
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