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ON THE
INSIDE:
Summer Events Calendar

From the Mayor’s Desk

Police Chief Search

“Ask Me About...”

Calendar of Events

Connecting Community: How the Joint Livingston Avenue Plan, “Year of
the Parks”, and Bike Friendly Bexley initiatives are set to transform Bexley

In 2022 and 2023, the culmination of
several years of planning will start to
show throughout the community.
Read on for more info...
The Joint Livingston Avenue Plan

process has wrapped up, with the steering
committee overwhelmingly recommending
Mayor Ben Kessler
the plan to Columbus and Bexley for adoption.
The plan is a bold and ambitious approach to improving pedestrian,
motorist, and resident safety along the corridor; crafting joint
development and streetscape standards; and imagining what
could be possible in the corridor with long-term coordinated
effort around a common vision.
What it means for you: In the short term, Livingston Avenue
will transform from a 4-lane road east of College Avenue with no
dedicated turn lanes into a 3-lane road with a center
turn lane (for a good idea of a similar change, see
Indianola south of Morse Road). This change alone
will help calm traffic and create safer turn situations,
and is expected to occur later this year. Zoning
along the commercial corridor will be refined to
specify wider pedestrian zones, dedicated tree/
landscape areas, and neighborhood-appropriate
design guidelines.
Long-term enhancements include wider sidewalks
set further back from the street; landscaped medians
east of College; additional pedestrian crossings in
conjunction with protective medians; enhanced

streetscape in the commercial zones; and more! Bexley is already
working with Columbus on seeking federal grant funding for the
long-term portion of the plan, and we’re excited with Columbus’
sincere efforts to partner on this project (note: federally funded
projects often take 6-7 years to accomplish due to the protracted
grant process). The end result of the various projects indicated by
the plan will be a safer, more connected Livingston Avenue that
better reflects the wonderful attributes of the Bexley, Eastmoor,
and Berwick communities that it serves. bexley.org/livingston.

The Bike Friendly Bexley Plan improvements have already

started, with more bike parking added in commercial corridors;
bike fix-it stations installed at schools and parks; and changes to
city ordinance to provide for more modern bike laws. City staff are
diligently working on signage and wayfinding for bike boulevard
routes, and an “alley of the future” design competition concept
is brewing in the background. Keep up to speed and in gear by
visiting bexley.org/bikefriendly.

A vision for Livingston Avenue from the Joint Livingston Avenue Plan (NBBJ)

An illustration of the planned Columbia connector at Commonwealth Park

From the Mayor’s Desk: Connecting Community (continued from front)
The “Year of the Parks” initiative is a partnership between the

City and the Bexley Community Foundation to move forward with
a variety of planned park improvements in calendar year 2023.
Although constrained in size, the City’s parks and outdoor public
spaces have long been a source of pride and joy for our residents.
The pandemic has underscored the importance of community,
neighbors, and the need for superlative gathering spaces. As we
look to the future, investing in the City’s parks is critical to maintain
the physical and mental health of our residents and to preserve
and expand Bexley’s quality park environments and active spaces.
While the project list and funding is being finalized, we’re aiming
to include projects such as the Havenwood Park refresh; the
completion of the natural dog park at Schneider Park and the
Main Street connector to the Schneider Park trail; a variety of new
gathering space “pocket parks” along Main Street; completion of
major components of the Commonwealth Park Plan, including
arboretum features, the Columbia Avenue improvements, and

upgraded athletic fields; and additional informal active space
opportunities throughout our park system for our middle and
high-school aged kids. Additionally, a state capital fund request
is in to complete a pedestrian and bike bridge at Astor Avenue to
the Alum Creek trail. To keep track of progress on the “Year of the
Parks” Initiative, visit bexley.org/parks.
Our community’s creative spirit has helped craft and inspire these
concepts, and it’s exciting to be working on seeing plans through
to fruition. If you have any ideas for great new park concepts or
community connection projects, please drop me a line at (614)
559-4210 or via email at mayor@bexley.org. Until then, see you
around Bexley (there are a lot of opportunities coming up - turn
to the next page to see all of the outstanding community events
coming up soon)!

2022 Sewer Improvements Program Update
The past several years have seen a consistent increase in spring rain activity, resulting in capacity issues both on private property and in
portions of the City’s infrastructure. In 2020, we launched a residential sewer remediation program pilot program (bexley.org/flooding)
which has been continued in 2022. Meanwhile, we have also accelerated investment in upgrades to our systems designed to contain
inflow and outflow and to enhance capacity in the system. The following storm and sanitary sewer upgrades are scheduled for 2022,
dependent on finalizing specs and bidding:
• Drexel Avenue - new storm sewer infrastructure for capacity increase
• Northview north of Maryland Avenue- storm and sanitary sewer lining of high priority segments
• Pleasant Ridge Avenue- South of Mound Street to Francis- sanitary sewer lining high priority segments
• Stanbery Avenue - sanitary sewer lining
• Chelsea Avenue - sanitary sewer lining and capacity increase

In early 2022, Bexley embarked on a search for a new chief of police after the retirement of Chief Larry Rinehart, who served with the
department for 14 years. The process for selecting a new chief is outlined in the City Charter, with the Mayor charged with selecting and
appointing the chief, subject to confirmation by City Council. Early on in the process, Mayor Kessler committed to a community-based
search process, saying “the selection and appointment of a new chief will be one of the most important decisions that we make in the
coming years... I’m looking forward to collaboratively seeking input from the community and searching for a chief of police who will
continue to prioritize the safety of our community while being committed to equitable policing, innovative problem solving, and an
emphasis on community policing and interaction.”
Through late winter and early Spring, we’ve worked with The Saunders Group and Ralph Anderson and Associates on an extensive community
and internal engagement process to help inform the posting of the new chief position. In April, the job was posted, with a job description
crafted in light of the findings from the community feedback report, which was provided in draft text version to the search consultant
and is available for review at bexley.org/chiefsearch. Initial applications were accepted through May 27, with interviews scheduled to
occur in mid-to-late June. In addition to active candidate recruitment occurring through our search consultant, the position has been
published to the National Association of Women Law Enforcement Executives; Hispanic American Police Command Officers Association;
International Association of Chiefs of Police; National Organization of Black Law Enforcement Executives; and Ohio Association of Chiefs
of Police.
Next Steps for the Police Chief Search:
May 27: 		
Deadline for initial application round
Early to mid June:
Search consultant begins preliminary screenings
Mid June: 		
Search consultant recommends candidates to city for review and consideration
Mid to late June:
City interview committee interviews candidates and narrows down to finalist candidates
Late June to mid July: Finalist candidate interviews with interview committee
			
Town hall / similar public forum to meet finalist candidates, facilitated with opportunity for public Q&A
			
Contract offer and negotiations with selected candidate
July/August:		
Council confirmation process
The interview committee will include Mayor Ben; Tiffany Hunt, Civilian Review Board Chair; Rachael Laing, Civil Service Commission;
Council Member Monique Lampke; Council Member Sam Marcellino; Council President Troy Markham; Lee Nathans, Civil Service
Commission; and John Offenberg, Civil Service Commission Chair. Community input will continue to be a critical and central piece of the
process, both by guiding the process based on feedback received to date, as well as through the town hall and public forum portion of
the finalist interview process.
Special thanks are due to interim Chief (Captain) Ken Gough, who has stepped in capably and patiently since January as this process has
been moving along!

IN THE
COMMUNITY
Businesses, organizations, and community partners are working hard to plan fantastic
spring and summer seasons in Bexley! To find more information about upcoming
community events, please see the listings below or browse our community calendar
online at bexley.org/events.

4TH OF JULY PARADE & JOHN BARR 5K
John Barr 5K | Begins at 8:00 am at Jeffrey Mansion
Bexley 4th of July Parade | Begins at 9:30 am at Maryland and Remington - route detail at bexley.org/fourth.

4TH OF JULY EVENING ACTIVITIES AND FIREWORKS
Evening Activities: live music, food vendors, kids activities begins at 6:00 pm on Capital’s Main Lawn
Fireworks: display begins at approximately 10:00 pm

JUNETEENTH | June 17 at 5:00 to 8:00 pm
Celebrate the Juneteenth holiday with music, poetry, art,
dance, food, and a marketplace of Black-owned businesses.

THE MAIN EVENT | Multiple Dates
Enjoy a movie and food trucks under the stars this summer
on July 29 (The Mitchell’s VS. The Machines) and September
30 (Encanto)! Learn more at bexley.org/mainevent.

SPLISH, SPLASH, & DASH | August 20
Bexley Recreation will host the 9th Annual Splish, Splash, &
Dash Youth Triathlon on August 20. Stay tuned for details!

JAZZ IN THE PARK | Multiple Dates
Jazz in the Park is an outdoor concert series held at
Havenwood Park. Mark your calendars for June 26, July 31,
and August 28! Learn more at bexley.org/jazz.

PELOTONIA RIDE WEEKEND | August 5-7
Save the date! Help us cheer on Team Bexley during
Pelotonia’s 2022 Ride Weekend. Stay tuned for details!

SMOKE & FIRE FESTIVAL | August 28
The inaugural Smoke and Fire Festival in Bexley will
showcase amazing BBQ, live music by Mason Bryant and the
Bobby Floyd Trio! To learn more, visit bexley.org/jazz.

Now what’s going on with...? Dr. Amy Acton Leads Rapid5
Staff at the City works closely with property owners and
developers to encourage development of underutilized
or vacant spaces. If you’re wondering what’s happening
at a property that has sat vacant, rest assured we’ve been
wondering the same thing, and working on it. Our new
article series, “Now What’s Going On With...?”, aims to answer
your most burning questions about transitioning property
in Bexley!
The Former Gas Station at Chelsea and Main
Closed for many years, the former gas station recently had
the canopy and outbuilding removed under court order,
although the property continues to be out of compliance
with environmental regulations, and code enforcement
and court orders. The City has consistently pursued
environmental remediation on the site, and invoked the city’s
contamination ordinance, resulting in a sizable assessment
due on the site. We continue to encourage the property
owner to seek cleanup and redevelopment of the site, and
are using the existing assessment and environmental impact
fines to place increasing pressure on the property owner.
If you’d like to request a subject for a future “what’s going on
with...?” article, email us at communicator@bexley.org!

The Rapid5 initiative is an evolving vision for how
central Ohio can grow by connecting us with nature
and one another like never before. The waterways of
central Ohio - and the bold vision to unify them as
parkspace for all - is a project that Bexley is proudly
partnering with. Congratulations to newly appointed
Rapid5 Executive Director (and Bexley resident) Dr.
Amy, whose vision for a dramatic parks project that
will serve as a uniting and unifying “lungs of the City” is
one we’re very excited to be working alongside her on.
Learn more at www.rapid5.org.

Fire Hydrant Flushing on
Tuesday, June 21
The City of Bexley will begin routine flushing of all
fire hydrants Tuesday, June 21, 2022. Residents in
the immediate vicinity may experience temporary
discoloration of their water, which consists primarily of
harmless silt and air, but does not affect the safety of
the water. Users can clear the pipes by running their
faucets for a minute or two.

LinkUS
LinkUS is a regional mobility effort for central Ohio with proposed routes and connections in Bexley. As the region
continues to grow, LinkUS seeks to bring high-capacity transit and infrastructure improvements to the central
Ohio. With goals such as sustainability, traffic management, access to jobs and housing, innovation, and economic
development, LinkUS is seen as a pivotal initiative to make public transit more effective and accessible for all.
LINKUS IS CENTERED AROUND THESE PRINCIPALS:
Creating Great Places, Reinventing the Region, Shaping the Future, and Providing Equitable Opportunity
Three potential corridors pass through or near to Bexley, with routes under consideration along Main Street, Broad
Street, and 5th Avenue. Currently, the East Main Street project is in early planning stages, and is anticipated to
be the first LinkUS component in Bexley. Learn more about LinkUS and Bexley’s roll in the Main Street east-west
corridor by visiting bexley.org/linkus.

Bexley Farmers’ Market Is
Back in Season!

Summer Muralist Isabela Minkin
The Bexley Community Improvement Corporation (CIC),
operator of the Bexley Square Shopping Center, is partnering
with art student and recent Bexley grad Isabella Minkin in the
alley between the Square and Bexley’s Giant Eagle Market
District. Originally conceived as a senior project at BHS, Isabella
is now studying fine arts at the University of Michigan, and
is the CIC’s summer “artist-in-residence”. We’re excited to see
Isabella’s work evolve, and to be partnering with her to bring
some love to this alley!

The Bexley Farmers’ Market season began
Thursday, May 19, and will be held every
Thursday–rain or shine–from 4:00 - 7:00 pm
through the end of October. This year, the
market returns to Dawson Avenue off of E.
Main Street.
With 20+ vendors selling a variety of seasonal
farm-fresh vegetables, local products, and
much more, and a great rotation of live
music, our Farmers’ Market has a cozy and
fun feel to it. If you’ve never been, we hope
to see you there!
Visit commongreensohio.org for details!
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What’s Inside?

Mark Your Calendars!

•
•
•
•
•
•

June 17: Juneteenth Celebration at Bexley Public Library
June 26: Jazz in the Park - Trio Fa2
July 4: John Barr 5K / Parade / Evening Activities & Fireworks
July 29: Main Event - Mitchells vs. the Machines / Shazzbots
July 31: Jazz in the Park - Soul Revival
August 28: Smoke & Fire Festival / Jazz in the Park

Learn about these topics and more:
Chief of Police Search Update
Sewer Infrastructure Updates + Fire Hydrant Flushing
“The Year of the Parks” Initiative
Meet our Summer “Artist-in-Residence”, Isabela Minkin
The Main Event & Jazz in the Park
Bexley Farmers’ Market Returns!

Visit bexley.org/events for a full listing of upcoming events.

Keep in touch – sign up to receive the Bexley Blast!

The Bexley Blast is a weekly e-newsletter sent every Friday afternoon, rain or shine. The Blast
includes updates from the city, information on community events, meeting agendas, projects, and
other helpful reminders. Sign up at bexley.org/blast or scan the QR code (right).

